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Affluent Bell Canyon Launches Special District

Gated-Community Homeowners Get Benefits of Cityhood Without Burdens

By BOB POOL, Times Staff Wriler

Suddenly blessed with municipal
benefits wilhout the burden of
eilyhood, homeswners in gale-
guarded Bell Canyon in the West
Han Fernanda Yalley hkave
launched & commUERiLy-service
district that will give them control
over mast of Lheir meighborhood
METVICE,

[estrict directors wene swarm In
Wednesday night and immediately
vowed Lo improve fire protection
and recreation [ecilities in the
affluent 380-home communily.
which i tecked away al Yentura
Counly's eastérn edge and sooessl-
Ble only through Lhe West San
Fernando Valley s Canoga Park.

Under state law, the new district
will aleo be legally nothorized = bui
rol obligated—1lo provide waler
and sewer services, fire and police
protection, street lighting and road
malftenance Services.

Services that Bell Canyon bead-
ers decide nod Lo Lake over or beel
up with special funding allocations
will continue 10 be adminis*ered
and padd for by Ventura County,

Bell Canyon directors said they
capecl Lheir firsl propeet will be
constraction of a fire statbon that
will qualify their community for o
lower fire-infurance raling. The
canyon ks classified as & brush-fire
zone and is dotted with rustic amd
Spanigh-style houses valued an
about 500,000 exch.

The new service detrcl was
averwhelmingly (342-T) approved
by wolers Juse 5 1o cap & 10-year
campaign by Bell Caryon boaders
to deanmex themselves from ihe
Simi Valley-based BRarcho Simi
Recreation and Park Districi.

Beeause Bell Canyon's stresls
are privalely owned and closed o

Bell Canyon is

a private commumity
and expenditures
from an outside
district could allow
public access to

our private roads.

Bud Lwve

the gerdral pubsc, the park dastnicl
had never developed parkland or
initiated recreation programs
there,

“We are a private community
and any expendsiures Farcho Semi
would have made here would have
opened this area to the public. We
never foand an appropriale way 1o
spend ERe [recreation Ll.'ql MOty
on private properiy.” sakd Bud
Toye, the 44-year-old owner of o
Chatsworth electronica firm who
was picked Wednesday as the
dustrict’s first board pressdent.

Under terms of last rmanth’s
ballot measure, the service dia-
iriet's indtial yearly income will be
the approximately $100,000 in Laxes
that Bell Canvon residents had
until now pasd lo the Rancho Siend
jpark district

Actarding to Rancho Simd man-
ager Jerry Gladden, Bell Canyon
was Lhe park district’s wealthbest
communily —providing about 15%
off 1L8 Lk revenie.

Toye sasd Bell Canyon home-

cwners will also have the sutharily
1 assess themselves for special
propecis up tooa 2000000 limii

(aher projects bessdes Lthe fire
slation Lhal the dimtrsct may Leckle
include construction of a proposed
gewer pipe hookup Lo Lhe Cly of
Los Angeles’ samitation system.
Such a comneclion and an agree-
ment with the cty (o take Bell
Canyon's wasles could save rési-
dents thousands of dollars in stw-
age-pumping costs w0 the Las Vir-
gernes Municipal Water District's
Tapia Sewage Treatment Plast,
Towe sasd.

Venlura Counly, meantime, will
continue Lo provide sherdf's and
fire peotection Lo Beil Canyon,
inciuding payment of a SE.000
yearly fee to the Los Angeles City
Fire Depariment 1o have city units
provide “first-in" respomses Lo
canyon fires, sabd counly Local
Agency Formation Commizsion
Executive Odficer Roberi Brait-
man.

The county already has a fire

staticn mie sel ande in Bell Canyon,
but buildeng and equipping a fire-
house will cosl aboul S400,000,
Hraiiman said.

Yentura County Supervisor
Jumes Dougherty of Siml Val.
oy =who was present with Brait-
man for the swearing-in of the Bell
Canyon board=said (the counly
wiould asssgm firefighlers (o the
glation if the commumity bailds
ane,

Dougherty sald counly officials
generally oppose special dustricts
such as Bell Camyan’s since “they
Lake away Lhe tax dollar and sort of
ir our service policies.

ere has Lo be a good reason
for us to approve one of these and
here iUs the salathon of Bell Can-
yon. The [ecl is, people here see
themselves as Los Angeles County
ressdents,” erly said,

Although Bell Canyon has some
of the resporsibilities of cityhood,
Dougherty said ke does not antici-
pate a futiere incorporation move
since “they don’l have the finamcal
base here o suppart i This is a
modium measure that will albow
them o have the city function
without Lhe ccal.”

Taye, who alss characterized the
new district ds an “an aliernative io
cityhood,” srid his board bopes Lo
wark closely with the independent
Bell Canyon Asmm. whith uses
assegsments of $440 collected year-
ly from eacth canyon family o
fimarsce the gale's BErvice
and maintenance 13 muiles of
private sireete

When development s complete
in the 1,672-acre Bell Canyon area,
it will have T8G homes.

Serving with Toye on the des-
trict’s Board are Ot Bus, Bob
Connelly, Arch MoGregor and Ron
Spiller,




